RELEASED: SEPTEMBER 7, 1994

OPI NI ON NUMBER 94-376

M. Charles E. Langlinais
Mayor, Town of Broussard
416 E. Main Street
Broussard, LA 70518

Dear Mayor Langlinais:

This office is in receipt of your request for an opinion of the
Attorney General in regard to the publication of the m nutes of
the Town neetings. You indicate the mnutes are recorded on
tape and the Town Clerk transcribes the mnutes in summary form
Because of the cost of publication, you ask whether publication
of this summary of the mnutes is a sufficient conpliance with
R S. 43:143.

R. S. 43:143 provides the official journal "shall publish all
m n-utes, ordinances, resolutions, budgets and other officia
proceedi ngs of the police jury, town or city councils or the
school board." Consequently, "all mnutes" nust be published,
but that does not nean a verbati mtranscript of the nmeeting nust
be publi shed.

R.S. 42:7.1 mandates all public bodies shall keep witten
m nutes of all their open neetings and sets forth that the

m nutes shall include, although need not be limted, to the
fol |l owi ng:

1. The date, time, and place of the

meeti ng.

2. The nenbers of the public body recorded
as ei ther present or absent.

3. The substance of all matters deci ded,



and, at the request of any member, a
record, by i ndi vi dual nmenber, of any
vot es taken.

4. Any other information that the public
body requests be included or reflected
in the m nut es.
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Therefore, we find a summry of the transcript satisfies the
requi rement that the mnutes include the substance of all
matters decided and there is no need to publish "each and every
word said on the tape".

However, we would point out that the tape itself is a public
record subject to retention for three years to be avail able for
public inspection or copying upon request.

We hope this sufficiently answers your question, but if we can
be of further assistance, do not hesitate to contact us.

Sincerely yours,

Rl CHARD P. | EYOUB
Attorney Genera

By:

BARBARA B. RUTLEDGE
Assi stant Attorney General

BBR
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The m nutes of the Town neeting
to be published in the official
journal need not be a verbatim
transcript of the neeting.

90-B-4 Publ i c neetings
R S. 43:143
RS 42:7.1



